
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Greetings and Happy Holidays! ‘Tis the season of 
giving! Let me tell you about one kind of giving. 
 

Our association does many things . . . but for me 
the most rewarding activity is giving away money. 
On page 3 you will see an impressive list of mini-
grant recipients. This year we gave $15,500.00 to 
Thurston County public school employees so that 
they could do special projects, or purchase 
equipment or curriculum, or take field trips—things 
that their school budget would not completely cover. 
Every year we also give a scholarship to a Thurston 
County graduating senior who plans to enter the 
field of education. 
 

Where does the money that we give away come 
from? Much of the funding comes from our 
endowment account at The Community Foundation 
of South Puget Sound. Our endowment fund was 
established in 1997 with an initial investment of 
$6,648.75. That first year, the interest on the 
investment allowed us to give three $100 mini-
grants. Over the years the investment has grown 
with the help of donations and fund-raisers. 
  
As you consider your own financial or estate 
planning, consider donating to TCSRA through The 
Community Foundation of South Puget Sound, a 
non-profit, tax deductible, 501(c)(3) organization. 
Donations can be designated to the spendable 
portion, which can be used immediately, or to the 
principal for long-term investment. 
 

Giving away money truly is rewarding! But available 
money in our fund diminishes unless it is refreshed. 
Donations will allow us to continue funding mini-
grants and scholarships for many years to come. 
Specific information about donating to our 
endowment fund is available on our website and on 
page 10 of our directory. Thank you for considering 
this worthy endeavor. 
 

Pat Slosson, TCSRA President 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
Last year we didn’t know what to expect with a drive
-through sock and monetary fundraiser for the Little 
Red Schoolhouse, the Thurston County Food Bank, 
and the Salvation Army. The response from TCSRA 
members was so generous that I felt proud to be a 
member of this group.  
 

So, despite the distant memory of last year’s nearly 
frozen feet, Pat Slosson and I decided to bundle up 
in heavy socks and boots and do it all over again. 

Karen Keller helped, and newly-retired Kevan 
Hagen joined us for most of the time. Kevan even 
bought  hot chocolate for us!   
 

We shortened the time by an hour and added yet 
another charity: the Interfaith Homeless Shelter. We 
asked for individually wrapped snacks for the folks 
who end up spending sometimes hungry nights at 
the shelter. 
 

Again, we were not disappointed, except for the 
cold wind this time. TCSRA members were 

Left to right: Karen Keller, Pat Slosson, and Sally Jones 
—in her Merlin costume—stand ready to accept 
donations. (Not pictured, Kevan Hagen.) 



Future of Education, established by UNESCO in 2019, 
presents nine key ideas for contending with the 
unprecedented disruption of economies, societies, and 
education worldwide. Although this was written before 
the pandemic, the nine key ideas are very relevant 
today. One of the main messages is that our common 
humanity depends on global solidarity. We are all 
interconnected. Now is the time for intelligent, 
collective action. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development contains these nine ideas: 
 

1. Commit to strengthen education as a 
common good. 
 

2. Expand the definition of the right to 
education. 
 

3. Value the teaching profession and teacher 
collaboration. 
 

4. Promote student, youth, and children’s 
participation and rights. 
 

5. Protect the social spaces provided by 
schools. 
 

6. Make free and open-source technologies 
available to teachers and students. 
 

7. Ensure scientific literacy within the 
curriculum. 
 

8. Protect domestic and international 
financing of public education. 
 

9. Advance global solidarity to end current 
levels of inequality. 

 

These ideas invite and promote deliberation and 
action by people on all levels, worldwide. We must 
take bold steps now in order to create inclusive, 
resilient, quality education systems to ensure a 
prosperous future for everyone. 
  

ZiNita Carrell, Education Committee Co-chair 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 
Happy holidays from Alan, Peter, 
Debbie, Michele, and Tara at the 
WSSRA office! We are all excited for 
the season and extra family time; I’m 

in charge of Christmas gumbo, so come on over! 
 

At the legislature, the holiday season provides a brief 
respite from what is a busy political time. Legislators 
and their attorneys are busy crafting policy proposals 
and bills for consideration in the 2022 legislative 
session. Legislators can prefile bills as early as 
December 13, so we are starting our bill-tracking lists 
in a few days. The 2022 session starts January 10 and 
is scheduled to adjourn March 10. 
 

The WSSRA Executive Board has adopted a 
legislative agenda for 2022. We will aggressively push 
for a Plan 1 COLA. We will also work to protect and 
improve your retiree medical benefits and to make 
Plans 2 and 3 better by lowering early retirement 
penalties.  
 

The board also gave our political team permission to 
coordinate with the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction on legislation to assist with the current 
school staffing shortage. They have asked for our help 
in loosening restrictions on post-retirement school 
employment, and we are excited to help them by 
coordinating that project. Hopefully, our efforts can 
ease the burden on our members who are still 
working.  
 

You will be hearing from WSSRA as these bills work 
through the legislature. Constituent contact provides 
the energy to power ideas through the legislative 
process.  
 

Again, on behalf of the WSSRA Office, have a 
wonderful holiday season. Whether you celebrate 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, or another tradition, 
we hope it’s a great time for you. 
 

Peter Diedrick, WSSRA Legislative Director 

(Continued on page 4; see “Our Logo.”) 

THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION IS HERE 
  

The COVID-19 pandemic has led to 
the largest ever disruption of 
education around the world. Because 
of this, we now face a catastrophe 

that could waste untold human potential, undermine 
decades of progress, and exacerbate already 
entrenched inequalities. The pandemic has shown us 
the vulnerabilities and challenges humanity faces. 
More than 1.5 billion students worldwide have had 
their learning hampered because of school closures. 
 

A report by the International Commission on the 

A BIT OF HISTORY: OUR LOGO 
 

As TCSRA president in 2012–
2013, Ron Crawford had a goal of 
updating our organization’s image. 
To that end, he secured the 
approval of the Executive Board, 
formed a committee, and arranged 
a meeting with the commercial 

graphic design teachers at the New Market Skills 
Center in Tumwater. Maintained cooperatively by 
25 high schools in 10 districts, the New Market 
Skills Center was formed in 1989 to provide career 
and technical opportunities that could not be offered 



Each month we will randomly draw the name of one 
of our “active” (not-yet-retired) members, who will 
receive a Starbucks gift card in the mail. 
 
 

This month’s winner is: 

 
 
 

 

Todd Franklin 
Tumwater School District 

 

 
 

 

Check this box each month to see if YOU are the 
lucky member. 

MINI-GRANT RECIPIENTS NAMED 
 
Since 1997, TCSRA has been dedicated to 
awarding mini-grants to our county’s school 
employees in order to supplement and enrich our 
educational communities. This year we received 33 
elementary and 17 middle/high school applications, 
including 12 from TCSRA members. They described 
a variety of worthwhile projects, covering a wide 
array of academic areas. Thanks to a generous 
donation from one of our members and to having 
some money left over from last year, we were able 
to fund all requests, totaling $15,500.00. We wish 
our recipients well as they implement their projects. 

Tenino School District: 
Kathy Slease Parkside 

Colleen Moldenhauer Tenino Elementary 

Tumwater School District: 
*Marie Williams Peter G. Schmidt 

*Scott Rang Tumwater Hill 

*Jennifer Hyer-Long  Tumwater Middle School 

Laurie Harris  Tumwater Middle School 

*David Heywood  Black Hills High School 

Michael Moore & Joel 
Shumate  

New Market Skills Center 

Virginia Williams  New Market Skills Center 

Mike Anchors  Tumwater High School 

Aimee Lanteigne  Tumwater High School 

Josiah Price  Tumwater High School 

Yelm Community Schools: 

Mikylah Alkire Fort Stevens 

Jessica Straus Fort Stevens 

Shania Norris Lackamas 

Hale Adams McKenna 

*Becky Schiedeck McKenna 

*Amber Sheldon McKenna 

*Deanna Serna-Harrison Mill Pond 

*Dawna Hansen-Murray  Yelm Middle School 

North Thurston Public Schools: 

Jazmin Bolduc Mountain View 

Brandi Caudillo Mountain View 

*Laurie Giebelhaus Seven Oaks 

Jesselyn LaChapelle Seven Oaks 

Jennifer Valera  Aspire Middle School 

Chelsea Tulupan  Salish Middle School 

Crystal Garcia, Rose 
Worgum, & *Sharon LaBuda   

Timberline High School 

Olympia School District:  
Andrea Cunning Centennial 

Jennifer Knight Centennial 

Anita Roedell, Lisa 
Askew, & Lisa Peterson 

Centennial 

Katy Beattie Garfield 

Suzanne Fowble Garfield 

Kymberly Greene Garfield 

*Taryn Tessneer L.P. Brown 

Victoria Jovanovic Madison 

Mindy Swedberg Margaret McKenny 

Stacey Burns McLane 

Emily Hamilton, Jalissa 
Jones, & David Oas 

McLane 

Joan Moore McLane 

Susan Timm McLane 

Laurie Raben Pioneer 

Rebecca Rutzick Pioneer 

Starr Smythe Pioneer 

Christine Kaufman  
     & *Heather Randolph 

Roosevelt 

Ericka Boysen  Jefferson Middle School 

Karina Champion  ORLA 

Amanda Morales-Strong Virtual Academy of Olympia 

Benjamin Hill  Washington Middle School 

Quasar Surprise & Scott 
Hendrix  

Avanti High School 

  

In Memoriam 
  

We note the passing of Laura Larson 
and Marilyn Smith, and we offer sincere 
condolences to their families and friends.  

* TCSRA member 

Nancy Zabel & Patti Colombo, Elementary   
Mini-Grant Co-chairs 

Pat Slosson, Secondary Mini-Grant Chair 

Rainier School District: 
Kelli Garner  Rainier High School 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

BITS & PIECES, the newsletter of the Thurston 
County School Retirees’ Association, is published 
nine times a year, September through May, as a 
membership service. Editor: Sharon Dennis, 360-
438-5351. Information for the January 2022 
issue is due by December 13. Please email 
copy to bitsandpieces-editor@hotmail.com. 

overwhelmingly generous. At least twenty-five 
members drove up to the big tree in the former 
Sears parking lot and dropped off checks and bags 
and bags of items for the five different charities.  
 

There were 432 pairs of socks—along with a few hats, 
gloves, and leggings—and 45 pairs of underwear. The 
variety of sizes, colors, and cartoon characters made it 
fun for me to sort. There were thirty items for The 
Other Bank, many full-sized, and three bags and a box 
full of snacks for the Interfaith Homeless Shelter. 
 

On top of all that, we collected $1,765.00 in checks as 
follows: $440 for the Salvation Army, $170 for the Little 
Red Schoolhouse, and a whopping $1,155 for the 
Thurston County Food Bank. 
 

Thank you everyone! 
 

Sally Jones, Community Service Chair  

COMMUNITY SERVICE  (Continued from page 1.) 

at individual Thurston County high schools.  
 

At that time, the purpose of the commercial graphic 
design class was to give students the foundation of 
graphic design and print production using Adobe 
Creative Suite C54, Flexi-sign, and Painter. Working 
with community-based clients, students could earn 
up to 30 college credits. After Ron and his 
committee met with the teachers of that program, 
students in the class were given an opportunity to 
participate in a competitive project of designing a 
new logo for TCSRA. 
 

Along with their teachers, three students attended 
our luncheon meeting in March 2013 and presented 
their designs. The logo our group selected was 
done by a young man, a senior, who was headed to 
an arts college in the fall. The fact that the logo was 
designed by a Thurston County student makes it 
very special and meaningful indeed.  
 

If you are reading a paper copy of this issue, you 
may want to take a look at the cover of our directory 
or visit our website to see the logo in full color. 

 
Sharon Dennis, Editor 

OUR LOGO (Continued from page 2.) 

 
We have enjoyed seeing you at our 
last two Zoom programs.  
 
Our program meetings will resume in 
February with our very special 
guest, Art Dolan, President of the 
George Rogers Clark Chapter, 
Olympia Sons of the Revolution. Art 
will be sharing with us "Espionage, 
the Second Oldest Profession."  Be 
sure to check the February Bits & 
Pieces for more information!  
 
Meanwhile, TCSRA is wishing all of 
you the happiest of Holidays!  


